
2023-25 Endorsed Capital Projects 

The Cultural Advocacy Coalition of Oregon received over 35 applications for 2023-25 CREF funding
for arts and culture capital projects across the state. We evaluated these applications in a peer review
process led by CACO board members and with expertise from staff of the Oregon Arts Commission
and the Oregon Cultural Trust. Using specific criteria from economic impact to expanding access to

the arts, we saw many exciting projects under development across the state.
 

Successful projects were selected largely because of their impact and level of readiness for state
investment. We are confident that state funds will support well-developed and viable projects on the

endorsed slate.  
 

Main economic asset to rural 
Josephine County
Cave Junction, the nearest town, 
was created as the gateway to the 
Oregon Caves
In 2015, 72,709 visitors spent 
$4,539,900 in communities near 
the park; supported 75 jobs; and 
benefited the local economy by 
$5,685,994

Has affected the lives of over 
75,000 Oregonians
Has awarded more than $10 million 
in scholarships, including 30 
students in 2022
Improves lives of 1,000 Portland- 
area marginalized youth each year 
Allocated $49.5 million to 15,600 
Black individuals/families, 488 
Black-owned businesses, and 103 
Black-led nonprofits with CARES 
funding

2022 attendance: 45,501, best year 
ever and a 20% increase over 2021
Attendees came from all 50 states 
and more than 20 nations
Clatsop County Historical Society 
(four museums) welcomed and 
educated more than 85,000 visitors
(14% increase over 2021)
Offer free admission to any school 
child in Clatsop County; more than 
500 kids came through the Oregon
Film Museum for free
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Current annual budget: $3.6 million 
Staff size: 21
Audience: 20,000 attendees
713 class/seminar participants
581 awards and fellowships 
applicants
4,000 youth served 
Total served: half a million listeners 
a year via The Archive Project radio
show and podcast

Total Native artists and 
organizations supported: 360+
Total grants awarded: 56+ for 
$13M+
Awards made in 34 different states 
Over 400 people visited the new 
 Center for Native Arts and Cultures
in the first two months
Launching public programming for 
Portland arts audience in our 
gallery and public arts spaces. 
Portland is home to the nation’s 9th
largest urban Native American 
population

Welcomed quite a few visitors in 
the fall months, partly from 
 events staged in the historic 
downtown area that target youth 
and younger audiences 

More than 25,467 county 
residents have a library card.
Monthly visitors: 8,400+ check 
out 20,000 books and other 
materials; 700 use the computers;
and 2,300 access Wi-Fi. 
Annual visitors for 270 programs:
6,000 children, teens, and adults.
Monthly volunteers: 100  
volunteers work 1,200 hours each
month.
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Research Library – 415 (closed 
part of year for Covid)
Hanley Farm – 7225

The 1948 J. C. Penney building in 
downtown Medford (which 
contains headquarters, research 
library, and archives) finally 
reopened in 6/2022..

Attendance for 2022:

 

Annual attendance: 200,000 
(12,000 of these are students)
Economic impact on central 
Oregon economy: $20 million+
Closest dedicated art museum
to Bend and Central Oregon is 
120 miles away in Eugene 

 

Attendance: 900 unique visitors
1-year post building acquisition: 
2250 unique visitors (a 250% 
increase in the first year after 
the acquisition; anticipating an 
additional 100% increase each 
year for the 3-5 years thereafter
5-year economic impact: 
$5,307,803 and 165 FTE jobs

 

Partnered with 31 artists in FY22, 45% 
of whom identify as BIPOC
Estimating the Tomorrow Theater will 
generate more than $3 million in 
economic growth in the region, with 41 
construction jobs, 11 FTEs, and 11 part- 
time jobs, in addition to 19 contract 
jobs
Served nearly 6,000 people in FY22, 
but didn't reopen theater until March 
2022
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Annual attendance, 2022: 310 
(open 1 day per week)
Membership: 292 (out of a 
town population of $1,917)
Volunteer hours: 3,223
Initial capital project planned 
for $990,550; now plan to 
make further upgrades for a 
total cost of $2,060,081 

 

Attendance each season: 
9,000
Increase in attendance by 10% 
since reopening after 
pandemic closures
150 volunteers each year
Only one full-time staff 
member and two part-time 
contractors 

 

Pre-pandemic annual 
attendance: just under 25- 
30K/yr; since reopening has 
been 10-12K and slowly rising
Provides space for 48 groups 
and community partners 
Hosted 62 artists in residence 
in past 2 years
Most activities have been free 
or deeply discounted
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5 plays
91 artists engaged to create
plays
8,501 people served
500 on-demand views
101 $5 Arts-for-All tickets sold
14 BIPOC nights
$522,501 raised for new
building


